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Chinhoyi University of Technology (CUT) Library’s Request for Donations of Books, Journals, Computers and Furniture by G. Kadyamatimba (University Librarian)

Preamble
The purpose of this document is to appeal for donations of information resources, computers, infrastructural development and furniture for Chinhoyi University of Technology Library.  The document gives a profile of CUT’s academic activities and library services and CUT’s efforts and progress in building a modern library with an appropriate collection of information resources and the requisite information and communication technologies as well as the challenges faced by CUT Library in the same process.

It makes an appeal to the donor community and the corporate world for capacity building to enhance service delivery.

Background

Chinhoyi University of Technology is located 115km North West of Harare along the Harare – Kariba Highway in Mashonaland West Province, one of Zimbabwe’s most agriculturally productive areas.

The vision of CUT is to be a world class centre of excellence for technological innovation and entrepreneurship and its mission is to produce a graduate who is innovative and highly skilled to meet national challenges through quality training and technologically biased research.

CUT commenced operations in 2002 and today it boasts of 4 Schools and one Institute namely Agricultural Sciences and Technology, Engineering Sciences and Technology, Business Sciences and Management, Hospitality and Tourism and the Institute of Lifelong Learning.
The University offers conventional as well as block release programmes that are characterized by their uniqueness.  Currently there are 5000 students, 300 full-time lecturers and 300 administrative and support staff. Library services are also accessible to approved readers from the community.
The following four-year undergraduate honours degree programmes, post – graduate programmes and advanced diplomas are offered in the various Schools and Institute: 
	School/Institute
	Post Graduate Programmes


	Undergraduate Programmes

Four Year Honours
 Degrees 


	Advanced Diplomas

	School of Agricultural Sciences and Technology


	
	- Agricultural Engineering

- Bio –Technology

- Environmental Health

- Environmental Science

- Food Science 

- Irrigation and Water Engineering

- Post Harvest Technology
	


	School of Business Sciences and Management


	- Master of Science in   

  Strategic Management


	-  Accounting

-  Entrepreneurship and Business    

   Management

-  International Marketing 

-  International Purchasing,  

   Logistics and Transport

-  Public Finance and Accounting

-  Retail Management 
	- Business Studies

- Office Technology and  

  Administration



	School of Engineering Sciences and Technology


	
	· Computing and Information Technology

-  Fuels and Energy 

-  Mechatronic Engineering

-  Production Engineering
	- Automotive Engineering

- Mechanical Engineering

- Wood Construction  

  Technology                                                                                              



	School of Hospitality and Tourism


	
	- Hospitality and Tourism

- Travel and Recreation

- Wildlife and Safari Management
	- Cosmetology
- Hospitality and Tourism



	Institute of Lifelong Learning


	
	- Clothing and Fashion Design

- Creative Art and Design

- Fine Arts

- Nursing Education

- Technology Education
	- Clothing and Textiles

- Creative Art and Design

- Technology Education

- Teaching and Learning in 

   Higher Education


The Graduate College of Business offers a Master of Science in Strategic Management programme on a block release basis, whilst MPhil. and DPhil. studies are in progress in the various Schools.
The Library

Vision

The vision of CUT library is to be a world class information resource centre that is technologically driven and user – centred.

Mission 
Its mission is to support the learning, teaching and research activities of the university by:

1. Consciously building a collection that is relevant to the programmes on offer.

2. Providing access to information in remote databases through appropriate information and communication technologies.

3. Training users in information literacy skills.

4. Forging partnerships with parties interested in the development of the library. 

5. Keeping abreast of trends in the information services industry and providing innovative services.

6. Recruiting highly skilled and competent staff. 

Physical Infrastructure
CUT inherited the physical infrastructure and collection of Chinhoyi Technical Teachers’ College .The Library occupies a double storey building, which is 849m2 in extent and a seating capacity of 200. There is a single stackroom which is located on the ground floor of the building and a courtyard measuring approximately 75m2 which can easily be converted into a reading room.
The Collection  

The collection stands at just under 25 000 volumes covering all disciplines offered by the University.

The library, in collaboration with the International Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) and the Zimbabwe University Libraries Consortium (ZULC) subscribes to a wide range of electronic databases providing access to a multiplicity of electronic journals through the Programme for the Enhancement of Research Information (PERI).Print journals are non-existent although newsletters of an ephemeral nature find their way to the library from time to time.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Infrastructure

The library has 25 computers with full internet connectivity dedicated to students’ and staff use, including three (3) computers housing the Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC).

The library has automated its entire system  using the Mandarin Open Source Software available from the internet. The system offers the functions of acquisitions, circulation, cataloguing and serials just like any other integrated library management software for a nominal fee.

Despite the library‘s subscription to over 10 000 electronic journals, they are inaccessible due to the limited number of computers. Access to the internet is equally affected. Lack of computers is also precluding the library from offering computer- based services such as e-learning and information literacy skills training as well as research activity amongst students, ultimately compromising the quality of graduates produced by the University. The University is committed to supporting the library in achieving its goal of quality service delivery through the procurement of more computers.

Information and Documentation Centre
Apart from the main library, CUT operates an Information and Documentation Centre (IDC) whose services are open to the community. The IDC is a standalone unique facility that when fully operational will complement the services of the main library by providing improved access and dissemination of specialized information in the areas of agriculture, trade and tourism. The IDC is ICT intensive as local and indigenous information needs to be digitized and made available on the internet.
For the IDC to meet its objectives, furniture and modern information gadgets such as computers, printers, a photocopier, a scanner, a digital camera, a television and a DVD player are required. 
Challenges faced by the Library
· There is lack of adequate funding for the purchase of books and periodicals. The University made a commitment to devote 5.6% of the University’s non- salaries budget towards the procurement of library materials. However this is not enough. The University has to compete for financial resources with seven other state universities. Consequently the growth rate of the collection lags far behind the rate at which new programmes are introduced in the University. The limited collection negatively impacts on the library’s ability to provide a viable service in line with its objectives.
· The computer student ratio is 1:185 and this compromises students’ research activities.

· The student population is continuously growing. To date there are almost 5 000 library users and the library with its seating capacity of 200, is stretched to the limit.
· Space is also a major concern for staff who have to share three cramped offices.
· There is no space for bindery services which are essential for the maintenance of the library collection.

· Library furniture including a purpose built information desk is generally lacking.
Request for Assistance
It is obvious that CUT Library faces a mammoth task in its quest to provide a technologically driven modern information service.

It is against this background that a request for assistance to procure information resources for the library is being made. Assistance can either come in the form of donations of books and journals selected on the basis of programmes on offer at CUT or in the form of funding for purchase of the same.
CUT Library is also appealing for donations or funds for the procurement of the following items and extension or modification of the library physical infrastructure: computers, library shelves, trolleys, information desk, reading desks, office desks, chairs, photocopiers, printers, television sets, scanners, DVD players.
Conclusion

The above document highlights CUT’s academic profile, the Library’s physical infrastructure, information resources and ICT capability. It also exposes the challenges faced by CUT Library in the provision of a modern information service. It provides a list of the requirements of the Library.  It is hoped your organization will be able to assist.
G.Kadyamatimba                                                                                 
University Librarian
13 June 2010
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